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     Status of Management Plan Update Process

Recent activities:

● Continued outlining of action plans

● Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
public release of Draft Management Plan
(https://montereybay.noaa.gov/intro/mp/2015review/mp-draft.html)

● Regional Director briefing

● Orienting new council members

Draft Mock-Up Cover

https://montereybay.noaa.gov/intro/mp/2015review/mp-draft.html


About “Action Plans”

Issue-Based Action Plans will 
focus strategies and activities 
to address select high priority 

themes, bringing together 
sanctuary programs and tools. 

E.g., “climate change” or 
“marine debris”.

Program-Based Action Plans 
will describe strategies and 

activities that support ongoing 
core functions/departments at 

CINMS

Action plans are the “heart” of a sanctuary 
management plan

Action Plan Components
● Goal statement
● Background on the issue or program area
● Strategies CINMS will use over the next 5-10 years
● Specific planned activities
● Performance metrics



● Climate Change
○ Vulnerability assessment
○ Support ocean acidification studies & monitoring
○ Assess impacts to deep sea corals
○ Role of marine reserves
○ Education & public engagement on ocean climate 

change/ocean acidification
○ CINMS emissions inventory & reduction

■ including VSR ship emission reductions
● Marine Debris

○ Understand macro and microplastic load/trend, with partners
○ CINMS shoreline focus for cleanups and source 

assessment/quantification
○ Collaborate with fishermen on trap loss
○ Education & outreach strategies/partnerships

Draft Management Plan: Action Plan Topics 
Taking Shape -- Issue-Based Plans

● Vessel Traffic
○ Whale ship strike / Vessel Speed Reduction
○ Area To Be Avoided (ATBA) adjustment
○ Remote sensing (Shore-based radar, AIS)

● Introduced Species
○ Support research/tracking of habitat change from Undaria 

pinnatifida and other non-native species
○ Education/outreach with harbors/boaters to reduce additional 

spread
○ Support early detection and response within CINMS

● Marine Zoning
○ Support monitoring, enforcement, and joint CDFW/NOAA 

administration of Channel Islands MPA network
○ Santa Barbara Channel MPA Collaborative
○ CDFW MPA Decadal Review process
○ Evaluate and respond to other zoning issues/proposals



Draft Management Plan: Action Plan Topics 
Taking Shape - Programmatic Plans
● Education & Outreach

○ Blue Economy (tourism, rec use, recreational fishing)
○ Volunteer and outreach program
○ Citizen science
○ Visitor centers/partner facilities
○ Media and communication tools
○ Curriculum and education product development
○ Collaborating with education partners
○ Regional & national initiatives
○ <see also: issue-based action plans>

● Resource Protection
○ Emergency response (spills, groundings, entanglements)
○ Enforcement
○ Technology development
○ White abalone
○ Permitting
○ Emerging issues
○ <see also: issue-based action plans>

● Research & Monitoring
○ Socioeconomic: human use assessment
○ Condition reporting
○ Ocean noise monitoring
○ Coordination of priority field studies
○ Habitat mapping characterization of sanctuary features
○ Research interpretation & information sharing
○ Regional & national sanctuary system initiatives
○ <see also: issue-based action plans>

● Administration & Operations
○ Vessel Operations Program and other field operations
○ Administrative & facility priorities and initiatives
○ Sanctuary Advisory Council
○ <see also: Climate Change action plan>

● Maritime Heritage
○ Shipwreck exploration, monitoring, interpretation
○ Chumash community partnership



   Regulations

● Scoping comments included a variety of suggestions for sanctuary regulatory changes 
(e.g., changing boundaries, changing MPAs, maintaining what’s in place)

● Advisory council reviews and ratings were mixed/divided, with the most support for 
maintaining current regulations

● Internal reviews and discussions are still under consideration (these issues take time)

● ONMS Leadership briefings: Regional Director, National Director

● In addition to what was heard through the scoping and SAC input, there are some internal 
considerations of minor CINMS regulatory modifications to promote greater clarity of intent 
and increase consistency with west coast sanctuaries

● We will bring more information to the council when we receive additional guidance from 
leadership



Looking Ahead: Subcommittees

Climate Change

Marine Debris

Council Subcommittees Speakers/Panelists 

Michaela Miller (7/17/2020): 
Marine Debris at the Northern 
Channel Islands

Dr. Zachary Cannizzo 
(7/17/2020): Climate Impacts 
Profile for CINMS

Council Member Interest Expressed By:
● Cliff Rodrigues
● Mary Byrd
● Kristen Hislop

If interested (council members), email: 
claire.nasr@noaa.gov

Action Plan Topic

Council Member Interest Expressed By:
● Cliff Rodrigues
● Jacki Phelps
● Kristen Hislop
● Ben Pitterle

If interested (council members), email: 
claire.nasr@noaa.gov

https://nmschannelislands.blob.core.windows.net/channelislands-prod/media/docs/20200511-cinms-climate-change-impacts-report.pdf
https://nmschannelislands.blob.core.windows.net/channelislands-prod/media/docs/20200511-cinms-climate-change-impacts-report.pdf


Looking Ahead: Special Topic Webinars

Issue-specific short duration public 
webinar sessions on select priority 

management issues



For More Information

https://channelislands.noaa.gov/
manage/plan/revision.html

Mike Murray
Deputy Superintendent for Programs
michael.murray@noaa.gov

Claire Nasr
CA Sea Grant Fellow
Program Support Specialist
claire.nasr@noaa.gov
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